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SPOTLIGHT ON

MALCOLM SUGDEN

COTLAND has never produced
table tennis players in the same
way they have produced footballers
and it may seem a little ironical that
their No. 1 player and one of the
finest the country has ever produced
was born in England. When young
Malcolm was two years old, however,
he moved from Leeds over the border
to Edinburgh, the home town of his
mother.

When he was sixteen, Malcolm
found himself idle during the lunch
hour so started his visits to Edin-
burgh Y.M.C.A. where he discovered
a table tennis table.
that just playing in the lunch hour
far from satisfied his appetite and
when he was invited to play at night
he jumped at the chance. Although
he had unlimited enthusiasm he did
not improve at a particularly rapid
rate though he never stopped trying.

It seems incredible now that he
never took part in any junior tourna-
ments. But even if by the time he
had reached 17 he hadnt proved
especially outstanding, the year after
he really hit the Scottish headlines.
He played well enough to get into
the senior team and more important
still he stayed there.

In fact since that time he has
played in 65 International matches in
succession—a very formidable record.

1965-66 proved an especially
successful year for Malcolm. He
went through the season undefeated
by any Scottish player, proving him-
self indisputably the number one.
In five tournaments he played his old
adversary Ian Barclay, and on each
occasion Malcolm was the winner.

HAVE TO MOVE

At the end of that season Ian
moved back to England to coach at
a holiday camp. In October of last
year Malcolm decided that if his
game was going to improve very
much he would have to move to
England for a season to sharpen his
game up.

Working at a sports shop he was
able to get time off to enter the
tournaments and his dedication
quickly brought him good results—
no-one on the tournament circuit was
sure -of beating him. Fine individual

Soon he found:

BY PHILIP REID

results came his way and in fact only
four of the current England ranking
players have escaped defeat at his
hands.

MADE HIS NAME

‘Good though this was, the Quad-
rangular proved to be a tournament
which Malcolm really made his name
at. Throughout the tournament he
dropped only one set out of six,
being undefeated against Wales and
Ireland and recording a magnificent
win over “ Connie ” Warren to really
arrive on the scene.

Malcolm is a self-taught player but
his strokes are almost perfect. One
of the best movers in the game, a
non-smoker and a non-drinker, the
Edinburgh left-hander is as consistent
as he is dedicated. Moving smoothly
in and out Sugden is always ready
to kill any ball which comes up and
in this respect he is often able to
make his opponent give the ball
plenty of elevation with his well-
controlled loop.

Being left-handed most of his loop
strokes are placed on his opponent’s
backhand and this has proved very
awkward for many of the top players.

TEMPERAMENT

Where Sugden often scores over his
opponent is in temperament. It is
virtually unknown for Malcolm to
show any sign of emotion whilst he
is playing. Off the table he is one
of the keenest students of the game.
Weaknesses and strengths of his
opponents he has considered and
taken into account when playing
them, resulting in them being unable
to use their favourite shots and,
after getting exasperated, have
virtually lost their patience.

This, however, is a thing Malcolm
never loses but preference to attack
has never given way fo reckiess
hiting. How much Dbetter will
Malcolm get remains to be seen but
of one thing we can be sure. He
will never stop playing his heart out
and taking it in the right spirit when
things fail to go his way.

His predecessors in the Scottish
team, Eddie Still and Ian Barclay,
both had Malcolm’s splendid tempera-
ment and one can only hope that
his successors will be out of the
same mould.

date.

SUPERB ORGANISATION

I have just returned from
the English Open Champion-
ships and felt I must thank
the organisers and officials
for a wonderful tournament.

From the players’ angle
the tournament was superbly
organised. A great deal of
credit must go to Mr. John
Wright for this was his first
English Open as referee. He
certainly seems to have taken
over from where Geoff James
his Middlesex colleague left
off. He even had time to
exchange a few words with
minnows such as myself and
never once appeared flurried.

The only fault that could
be levelled was the poor pre-
sentation of prizes and tro-
phies awarded for events
finished before finals night.
For the sake of an extra five
or ten minutes it would surely
be better to present these
trophies in front of the audi-
ence on finals night.

ROGER MORRIS
172 Byron Road
Birmingham 10

From the Editor’s Postban

WHY BRAND

Concerning the question of services
which seems to be “ dogging” many
table tennis officials and Table Tennis
News. Why the typical attitude of
the English gentleman should exist
on this I do not know.

In my opinion there is nothing un-
fair in the “super spin services” the
introduction of the reverse sandwich
bat has made possible. They are
branded as unfair or “dirty ” tactics
if they are used but people don’t
seem to realise that it takes skill to
produce a good spin service. This
becomes obvious when you watch
other players trying to copy them but
not achieving the amount of spin,
and so, the success of the person
whose serve they copied.

I do not agree with the now widely-
held view that the *‘super serves”
are unreturnable. As there are only
three types of spin available namely
topspin, backspin and sidespin all ser-
vices must be one of these or a
variant of two of them. Perhaps the
anti-service brigade will agree that it
is impossible to put top and back-
spin on the same service. When the
“loop” was first used many players
thought there was no answer to it
but an antidote was soon developed

National Team Compet

itions

by Leslie Davis

WHY NOT CALL ON RESERVES

E have mow reached ithe final

stages of the Junior Competi-
tions and semi-finals of the Wilmott
Cup and Rose Bowl contests.

It was most unfortunate that the
London Civil Service Wilmott Cup
team had to withdraw. I thought that
their prospects—with a full team—
were bright. I am informed that
Essex needed Stuart 'Gibbs on the
last Sunday of the playing period.
Since this Sunday coincided with the
pre-arranged Wilmott Cup fixtures
against Gloucester, Mr. Dewing
decided to abandon the match. The
L.CS. match secretary complained
that Essex gave him little or no
notice of the County’s re-arranged

Man spent twenty million years
inventing Table Tennis — Jaques
spent fifty years
equipment.

Top England players, Mary Wright,
Brian Wright and Denis Neale know
that their Jaques bats are the best
in the world.

Whether you are a beginner or
a champion, there is a bat in the
International Range for you.

THE EXPERTS PREFER

JAQUES, LONDON

perfecting the

)

It does seem that someone was at
fault but I would have thought that
a capable reserve could have been
produced by the mighty London
Civil Service League.

Similarly the Manchester v Luton
match did not take place. Mr. Iron-
monger (Luton) wrote stating that he
found it impossible to fit this fixture
in. In this connection I must reiterate
that 'in order to effectively apply
Regulations 9 and 10 I have generally
extended each playing period com-
pared to previous seasons. At the
same time match secretaries have
received early notice of draws.

Moving to the more graceful side |

1 see Plymouth’s more experienced
ladies triumph over the young East
London team. Full marks 10 Miss
Gloria Sayer for beating Pam Morti-
mer.

Lowestoft are surprising all their
opponents this season and are wel-
come semi-finalists although they will
find Doncaster tougher opposition
than Northumberland who were
without their star Maureen Heppell.

CARTER CUP

The final clash between East
London and Birmingham is a repeti-
tion of last season’s. The teams are
evenly matched and could produce a
very exciting exhibition.

BROMFIELD TROPHY

East London is dominant in these
junior competitions. 1 must, how-
ever, introduce you to Ipswich, the
other finalist. This team of Janet
List, Sue Howard and Elizabeth
Halliday has done remarkably well.
Their ages of 14, 13, and 13 respec-
tively illustrates my point. Their
league club, Brittania —must be
proud of them and of Jim Ken-
worthy for his magnificent effort in
bringing such youngsters to the final
of the Bromfield Trophy competition.
Ipswich for the 1972 Rose Bowl ?

Semi-finals

First Team mentioned is drawn at
Home. All Matches to be played by
April 9, 1967.

WILMOTT CUP

Bolton v Manchester
Willesden v Gloucester
J.M. ROSE BOWL
Doncaster v Lowestoft
Sutton v Plymouth
Finals
(To be arranged by the Committee)
CARTER CUP
Birmingham v East London

BROMFIELD TROPHY
Ipswich v East London

Previous Round Results
WILMOTT CUP

|Bolton ......... 5 Birmingham ... 3
Manchester beat Luton (w.o0.)
Brighton ...... 3 Willesden ...... 5

Gloucs beat Lon. Civ. Ser. (w.0.)
J.M. ROSE BOWL

Doncaster ...... 5 West Brom. ... 4

Northumberland 1 Lowestoft ...... 8

Eastbourne ... 2 Sutton ......... 7

Plymouth ...... 5 EastLondon ... 4
CARTER CUP

Bolton ......... 1 Birmingham ... 5

N. Herts. ...... 3 EastLondon ... 6

BROMFIELD TROPHY
Ipswich 6 Birmingham ... 3
Fact T ondon § Qlanich a4

AS “DIRTY”

and the same thing will happen with
these services.

So come off it all you anti-service
brigade and rcalise that the new ser-
vices take skill to produce and are
part of the * sandwich revolution ” in
table tennis. A * revolution” which
has changed and improved the game,
as reflected in the growing interest in
the game throughout the world. If all
the people who spent their time
moaning about services spent it in
trying to improve conditions and
facilities the game would be much
better off.

C. DAVIES

Bilston, Staffs

Proposition Opposed

Mr. Relf’s letter in the February
issue proposes that no point be
awarded to the server until after the
ball has been returned by his
opponent. Unfortunately, the effect
of this would be that the receiver,
being at no risk of losing the point,
would make every return of service
a “kill.” A game played thus would
hardly be good to play or to watch.

This proposal was based on the
argument that “the sole object of
the service is to put the ball into
play.” I suggest this is wrong; the
aim in service should be to create
a playing situation where the point
can be won. Whilst it is bad that,
in a match between two skilled
players, either should be able to win
points outright by service whenever
he chooses—and the service Law
ought 'to control this—surely the
interests of the game demand that
service remains a ‘tactical weapon,
and that the contestants should be
seeking advantage with every
stroke—including the first in each

rally.
GEORGE WHITE

23 Nonsuch Walk
Cheam, Sutton

* * *

Open Remarks

NOTHER “ open” has come and
gone and again Brighton pro-
duced not only great table tennis but
brilliant warm sunshine. For those
who were able to spend a little time
out of doors, these few days were
magnificent.

To the onlooker, many things must
have impressed. Once again, the
devotion and grim determination of
our Continental visitors coupled with
undeniable skill, with a single excep-
tion, dominated the results!

Never once, in three day of con-
tinuous witness, did I see any of our
visitors behave foolishly or in any
way act to the detriment of the sport.
Their behaviour in matches and in
knock-ups was exemplary. We should
be very grateful to have them and
discipline ourselves to act with
similar rectitude.

«

More than in some other * opens”
perhaps, the ability and determination
to fight and keep on fighting became
the deciding factor in matches. Al
our players have great skill and
some, quite exceptional skill, yet
seem content to display it in one or
two matches, They seem to lack the
stomach for demonstrating their
ability match after difficult match
after more difficult match. Is it
possible to instil this bulldog breed
quality into our talented players or
is it something you are born with ?
I am sure some psychologist would
have interesting views.

The Championships seemed singu-
larly free from disagreements over
rules with consequential relief to the
referee and umpires. Manipulation of
scores, designed one feels by
Machievelli, cansed some difficulty
and on occasions amusement. Can no
design be made foolproof ? No dis-
respect to our scoring officials !
Service rules and time limits seemed
to work very well. Umpires should
have insisted in the proper display
of competitors’ numbers—no com-
petitor, so far as one could judge,
was sent away from the table to
satisfy regulations.

Comment upon performances
should, and no doubt will be made by
others. Suffice it to say how dis-
appointed some of us were not to
see the Swedes and Yugoslav men
play or for that matter, the Scholers
at their best.

Congratulations to competitors and
officials alike for a memorable open.
R. P. SHANNON

97, Old Crompton Road,
T ondon SW 7
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